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THE OPERATION OF TEE 3D BATTALION, 137TE INFAN~
TRY, (35TH INFANTRY DIVISION) IN THE VICINITY
OF 8T7. LO, FRANCE, 11 - 15 JULY 1944
(NORMANDY CAMPATGN)
(Parsonal Experience of a Battalion Operations 0fficer)

ORIENTATION

INTRODUCTION

This monograph co?era.ﬁhe opurat;gnﬁ of the EﬁrBattalion,
1537th Infentry, 35th Infentry bivision, in its initle) en-
gagemsnt in combat with the Germen Forces, and the braaching
of the atrongly held poaitions defanding that famous strong- !
hold of 87. LO, FRANCE, 11 - 15 July 1944, during the Hormandy
cam@aign. _ o

In order to drianﬁ the reader, it will be necessary to
'diacuaa very briefly the major evants which led up to the ar-.é'
rivel of the 3bth Diviaian in France and participation in thia|
action, | | B -

On 27 may 19&4, the 137th Inrantry disumbarked at AVOH-
HOUTH, ENGLAND, from_where they ware‘traaaportqd by raiiﬁzsﬁ‘

BUDMIN and NEWQUAY, EEEEEPD,;Uaegimanfal'Headquartora, the
special units, snd the 3d Battalion were quartered in the
famous barracks of the Duke of Cornwall's Light Infentry
Brigadq. The 1lst and 2d Babtaliona were stationed at NEW~ Lo
QEEI._ENGLAHD, famous &s s swmeer resort and as the home of -
. 84ir Arthur Conen Doyla; oreator of Sherlock Holmes, (1)

After a'six week perilod of-;ntansiva'apeqialised traine-
ing, in waterproofing vehlcles, communications, bomb recon-
nalsssnoce, traﬁspartation and other allisd subjects, the divif{

m k"‘g, B 7




sion was alerted on 1 July 44,.for the short overseas movement

to FRANCE. '
The division was to report in the staging areas of ggxpfﬂ

HOUTH end FALMOUTH during the period 2 - 5 July 1944. The

137th Infantry errived at OMAHA BEACH, im the viecinity of
COOLEVILLE-SUR-MERE, 6 - 7 July 1944. (2)

Landing in FRANCE ascroas the OMAHA BEACH, tﬁe division
became & part of the XIX Corps, commanded by MajorlGenaral .
Cherles H. Corlett, & part of the U. S, First_srmy; under the |
leadership of Lieutenant General Omar N, Bradley. -l

The Firast U..S. Army was éngﬁged'in the operation of gaiﬁ;
ing sufficlent ground end slbow room from which to mount &
powerful offensive, designed to breskout of the RORMANDY pocke# '
from which the Army had been contained 1n for the past thirty-i
one (31) days of fighting.. (3) Y

: |
GENERAL SITUATION

During that period of time required for the VII Corps to
effect the capturs of the sea.poft of GHERBGURG, end élaanﬂup |
the COTENTIN PENIKBUhA, and further relleve an already over-
loaded supply situation by means of a deep water part._ The
Allled Line to thg south consisting of the First U. S. Army
and the British Second Army hed remained relatively stable. _
This time hed been spent by the Firat Army in continued build=
up of forces and materiel. (4) (See Map A) . |
o The attack which began on 3 July was to be & genenal &rmy
effort directed at objJectives extending fram.GQUT&NGES in tha
west, through ST. 1O across the entire Army froant. The greatw

12T A-3, p.AV
(3) A-2, p. 1
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est advances were tb be obtained on the right flank'(westj,
and the smaller advances on ﬁhe left flank (east), in short a
pivot on the left flank. The VIII Corps was to initlste the
attaék at a specified tims‘and thn.ather‘Corps wonld‘attack in
conjunction therewith on Army Order. (5)

Thia offensive had a limited objective snd waz & pre-
"~ liminary for a definite bresk-out from the NORMANDY BEAGHHE&DQ
pocket. o v | _ | ?

A careful stﬁdy of & map of this area would reveal some I
of the cnnsiderations'which dictated this attéck. Key terraiq,
road nets, and elbow room for the tectical msneuver of the :
First U. S. Army, in preparation for the mounting grandéacs;eg
offensive in the near future, - . |

The ground Jjust south of the Firast Army lines was dividad
by the VIRE RIVER Into two {2) relatively distinct eresas. I
East of the VIRE was broken hilly country rising steadily to- |
ward the south, and featured by east-west ridgea that ran-géié
cross the Allled Axis of-advance. West of the RIVER VIRE, g
the area in which the majob offort was to come in the plsnnadé
large scale offensive, would lead into terrsain that would be-g
come increasingly favcrable.for.thé offenaglve. 'Hawavﬁr,.to '
obtaln this.favorabie terrain snd its approsches, the Pirst i
U.VS;-Army.wvuld'rirst have to overcome a belt of‘very unfuvo#-
able terrain which favored the defenders in every respect;‘ i
cover-concealment, road net, terrain obstacles, etc. This |
belt of unfavorable terraiﬁ extended from & - 10 miles in @
depth, and any large scale offensive mﬁunted prior té halding'
the key tarrain and road nets conceivable might well bog down|




against the German defanses before getting a rolling start
and preveﬁt the emplbyment of the U, 8. Armored strength.
The sluggish streams that converge on CARENTAN FLOW from
south or southwest in wide marshy flood plainé cut by drainag&
ditches snd otherwise devoid of cover. Any attack from the
CARENTAN ares would have to débouch along two (2) relative
nerrow corridors between these water barriers. One along the

axlas of the CARENTAN-ST. JEAN-HE—DAIE-ST.‘LO HIGHWAY, the

other along the CAREHTAN PERIERS ROAD. This 1imited and

restricted meneuver and would present the German forces with
every opportunity for concentrated daranae, againet frontel
attack. L

Further west, beyond extensive merahes, of the upper
SEVES RIVER was 8 belt of hills which, combined with the largd
MONT*CASTRE FOREBT controlled the inportant roed Junctions. |
=t ity
Here the enemy had time to organize a8 very extensive line of
resistance to protect his.flank on the sea.

¥o_where on the front west of the VIRE RIVER was the ter+

rain auitable for an effort at rapid break-through, on for th¢

full exploitation of the First U, S. Army's fast growing

strength in numbers and materiel. (6)

It was for the purpose outlined sbove that the July of=-
fensive of the First U, S, Arﬁy wes plemned end put into ef-
fect, on 3 July 1944, At the opening of thé atteck the Pirst -
U. S. Army had four Corps on the line, from left to rlght as é
follows: V Corps, XIX Corps, VII-Gorps and VITI Corps. (ggg?

Map &) | |
The XIX Corps was to be the mein effort and would join

(6) A"?, p-. 1-2
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XIX CORPS GENERAL SITUATION | |

in the attack after the other three (3) Corps had begun their
attecks, all on Army Order. | i

Tho XIX Corps had two divisions in line at the start of
thu offensive, 29th on the left, the 30th Infantry Division on,
the qlgggl.one division 1nﬁ;;;;rve, the 34 Armored in vicinity
of ISIGNY, The 35th Division was on its way to FRANCE from

ENGLAND scheduled to reinforce the attack of the Corps on its

arrival in FRANCE. (7) (See Map B) . |

XIX CORPS ngy'oF ATTACK

At the start of the attack the Corps held a position
nearly fifteen (15) miles wide, astride the winding VIRE RI?Eﬁ
For ali tactical purposes splitting the attacking zone Into
two (2) sub zones, sach presenting its own problem., (See Map
B) |

At the start of the attack the left wing of the_corpa ex;
tended south in a considsreble salient at varying distances. f
From the objective, @nd flanked by the VIRE RIVER. West of |
that water barrier the right wing of the Corps was on a gen- ;i
eral line some ten (10) miles farther from the Corps objactivé
(ST. LO snd the high ground in its vicinity).

The Corps Commander, Major General Charles H. Corlett

aimed his first blow at the might of the VIRE to bring his

rlght flank on 1ine; to aééist the VII Corps on his right,r é
and also cover the flank of units along the VIRE RIVER. |

The 30th Infantry Divlision supported by the llath Gavalry
T7) k-2, ps 8, 3
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Group made this effort. .
The 29th Division on the left was to hold until the 1line

had been straightened and attack on Corps Order. (8) |

QBJECTIVE OF XIX CORPS

The objective of the XIX Corps was the high ground east
and west of ST. LD. The city of ST. LO itself held small
military value, but derived its mllitary importance from tho

\;
ﬂ34<k hub or the road net it commanﬂed. ‘The main sarteries lead in

&

evVery directian from the north eame ‘highways connecting it

with CARENTAN and ISIGNY, eastward, roads sultable for heavy
traffic lead toward CAUMONT end BAYEUX. To the west runs a
rosd to PERIERS and LESSAY, southwest is the COUTANCES HIGH-

waY. (9) (See Map B)

ENEMY SITUATION

Enemj forces in front of the XIX Corps belong to both the
LXXXIV end II Parachute Gorps: on the right of the Corps, west
of the VIRE were slements of the 17th SS Panzer Grensdier Divi-'
selon, units of this division facing Corps was the Z8th Armored
Infﬁntrf, and Battle Group Heints, comsisting of four (4) bat-
talions. On the left of thd zone was the 3524 Infantry Divi-é
sion. Thgsb units while not up to full strength were consideﬁ-

ed to be crack trOOpé, and expariancod. (10) (Ses Map B)
SUPPLY

Supply at this point constituted no outatanding prnblqmsq
However, a restriction had been imposzed on the firing of artij-
18] &-E, p. 6

(8) 4&-6
(10) A-2, p. 7
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lery, -primerily in order to assiat in the build-up for the

comlng offenaive.

S5TH DIVIS ION ENTRANCE

The 35th Infantry Division lended in FRANCE 5-7 July
1944, and moved fram assembly areas in vicinity of COLLE-
VILIE-SUR-MERE to assume their assignad sector in the line up
of the attacking echelon of the XIX Corps 9-10 July 1944. On
the night of 9 July Major General Basde 1asued Field Order #2
which directed the 137th and 320th Infantry Regimenta to antan
battle positions, relisving elements of the_Ech and 30th In~|
fantry Divislons 1ﬁ the vicinity of LA MBAUFFE, FRANCE. The g
ne occupied by the 356th Infantry extended from the VIKE RIV+
-&ﬁ;ibova Li MEAUFFE in a southeastwardly diroetion through

LA RIVEIRE to LA NAGOLLORIE., The 137th Infantry on the riggt

from the VIRE RIVER to the vicinity of La CARRILLON. The saoﬁni,'

Infsntry was deployed to the left, with the 134th Infantry heid
S i

in Corps reserve, under command of Major Generel Charles H.

Corlett. (11) (See Map C - 35th Inf Div dispositions)

DISPOSITICHN OF THE 1357TH INFANTRY

During the night of 9 July the 137th relieved the 119th :

_ Infantry, 30th Infantry Division., The Order of Battle wes,

the 1st Battalion on the right, 2d Battalion on the lsft, the
3d Battelion wes held in division reserve. (12) (Ses Map C)

LOCATIONS OF UNITS

It was at this stage of the engagement when most of us in

10



the Regiment began to take stock of the surrﬁunding terrain
in front of and to all sides of us. PHedgerows® and more

hedgercws, snd wondered just how in the hell we were going to
mount s successful attack, from and through them. These hedge~

rows were something new and different, many snd varied were the

descriptions of them., A4 careful study of a(E?Eé%EEi;herial
rhotograph 0r an ares would reveal sbout 3, 900 hedged en~
closures within an area of eight (8) square miles. Thase hadgﬁ-
rows ran along the aides of and separated the fields which
would measure aﬁout 50 - 100 yards across, and were from five
to thirty feet in height, depending on the amount and type of
vegetation that covered it. The bases of thﬁﬁe hedgerows <é
'we£a mounds of thickly packed rocks and esarth, tepped wiﬁh qlﬂ
'fonms of growth from full thickafa to age gnarled trees. The%
density of the bases and the vegetation therson, provided s
cover snd concesalment no man could have devised. But nature
proved sven more helpful in proviaing sunken roads, tralls an&r
paths betwesn some of these hedgerows.

The enemy as we were to learn the hard way, had incor-

porated these hedgerows into his plean of auatainaﬁ'dofansa
and applied all their characteristics to his advantage, in the
cover and concealment provided fields of fires, #ovemant of
troops, supply and evacuation.

During our intensive tralning prhase of preparations in ?
ENGLAND no 1nstruetions or suggestions were issued on the E
tactical applicatlon of such weird type of terrain. This poiﬂt

will be further emphasized later in this study.

11



SITUATION AT 0600, 11 JULY 1944

At 0600 hours, 11 July the 1st and 2d Battallons Jumped
off in the attack, preceded by an artillery barrage of twuntyL
{20) minutes duration. In the right sector of the Regimsntalf.
Zons thé.lst Battelion attacked with B Company on the right,
¢ Company on the left, with A Compeny in battelion resar#e.

In the left sector of the regimental zone the Ed'Battalion _
attacked iith.F Company on the right, B Gompgnykon\ths left,
end G Company in reserve, The 3d Battalionrin Division Re= %
serve was directed to oumpiate plans for counterattack wiﬁhiﬁ
the division zone, to establish liaison with Division Head-‘
quarters, 320th Regtmantal Headguarters and 137th RegimuntalE
Headquarters, To¢ provide flank protection for the’ ‘division.
along the VIRE RIVER and to be prapared to apalat the 1st'_

end 2d Battallons in the attack. (15) (8ee Map C)

3D BATTALION SITUATION

During the preparation phass of the attack, the 3d Bate
talion staff was busily engeged in meking plens end regon- .
 naissance to carry out its mission of dlvislon reserve, Thiﬁ
was all done in the best of maneuver style planning to ine
cludn written orders, ovorlay attached, reconnaissanae re- _
porta, stc., which wes delivered to Division G=35 as preacrih@ﬂ
at 2400, 10 July 1944. This was the first and lest written |
'. order ¢f the battle until a confirming ordﬁr was written an,é
the last combat action engagad in on the ELBE RIVER In GERe
HSHY, May 1945, some ten (10) months later. |

On the morning of 11 July the battalion staff assumed |

(13) A=4, p. 13; Personal knowledge
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their duties of 1isison with units of the division, The
Batta}ioﬁ Executive Officer reported to the Dlviaslen (-3, i
Battalion 8-3 raporte&'tq the Reglmental Commander lﬁ?th%
Infentry, the Heavy Weapons Commsnders reported to ?ha Com~
manding Officer 3R0tH Infantry. Gemmunicaﬁiqnﬂ from these
outfits hﬁd-baen eatablished prior to the attack snd the
battalion waa'ready teo movg_tb accomplish any of 1ta many
assigned missions, »

Ab 1430 hours ghe 34 Battalion reverted to the control
of the parent organizatibn, 137th Infantry #hick-was then
commanded hy Brigadier General Sébraa, the regiqantalle¢u~
mander having become & casualty in the first hour of the |
attﬁck. |

At 18§0 hours, 11 July the bsttallon was ordared to
nttackNEQ;Sugh & gap between the two leading battalions
with the mission of cutting the BT. LO - PONT HEERRT HIQH;

WAY. (14) (See Map D) | - S

BATTALION PLAN OF ATTACK

The battalion plen of attack was to nttﬁck in a column
of companles. Primarlly to avold the observation and fire
from the strong polnt of ST. GILES, which was holding up the
lst Battalion.

Company I, commanded by Captain Orren . Le Bieatorfald,
to make the initlel attack, followed by E Compsny, eummandod
by Gaptain Hubert H. 8tephens, L Company in reserve, commandﬂ
ed by Ceptein Douglas R. Thomas, to follow K Compeny by 500
yerds, Heavy Weapons Company'in close support. lst Platoon

(14) 4&=4, p. 14 | _ ‘ B



of Machine Guns to follow I Company, 24 Flatoon of Machine
Gung to follow X Gompaﬁy. 81 mm Morter Platoon initielly
under battalion control to follow L Company, M Company to

e .

furnish Morter Observers, to L &nd K Compsnies.

. Realizing the difficultles iar the anti-tank platoon
in traversing such weird.terraiﬁ snd having no roads or
trails avellable to him, inltlslly the Battallion Gonmaﬁder,
Lt Col Albert M. Butler decided io hold these guns in mobile
reserve, under command of the Battalion.ﬁxeeutiva Officer,
Mejor Peul N. Stansbury. The Anti~Tank Leadér to accompeny |
the Battalion Command Group. The Battalion Ald 8tation was
to follow the reserve companys. Here again the Battallon
Commander atcrciae@ good judgement and prior planning in
T his 1nstructioné to the Battalion Surgeon, Captain Donald P. ?
Trees: "Place your aid station behind the battalion in such %
a menner as to care for any and all casualties we may have.” i
Hié trust in the B;ttalicn Surgeon wes not misplaeced, There-i
after the Ald Station was -always ready and In position to |
carry out its mission of supporting the Battalion.

Thé Battalion Commsnder divided his staff as followss
‘The Foreward Command Group consisted of the Battalion Come |
mander, S=3, S-2 and hig section and the Heavy Wbapans.cqm--
pény.commander. The Rear Command Group or Commsnd foat wag
eommnﬁded by the Battglion Executive foicarrand-consiate&'
of Heédquarfers Coﬁpany (minus). The battalion motor pool,
and the auppiy sergeants w/hasiatantg from all companies,
Under thla set up the Battallon Executive Officer was charged;

with the mission of administration and supply for the bat-
talion., This resulted in relleving the B@ttalinn Commander

14




end Compeny Commenders of all incidental worries end they
could devots thelr minds snd efforts toward fighting their

‘commands, (15)

In ahort the commanders meraly stated thair needs over

the Battalion Radic net, and the Rear Gommand Group mede an

ell out effort to deliver it to the apot. A% times it was
necessary for the Battalion Bxecutive Officer bﬁ-persdnally
conduct carryiné parfies forward to assure thelr arrival,
this was Just another additionmal duty. '

The'battalion kltchens reverted to regimentai control
and remained there for the following actlon,.

The ammunition and pioneer platoon carrled out lts misge
sion of ammunition supply and later was available ror‘hand
carrying rations and.ﬁatar¢ - . |

‘Blanket rolls were stacked in fhe regimental reserve
arse, and were to be tranapnrted‘forwurd'an éampany vehicles

on ogll. This call was not mede until the evening of 15

July. There bheing little need, or opportunity for=bedrells'_

in the days to follow,

MOVEMENT TO LINE OF DEPARTURE

The battallon left the resarve_aaseﬁﬁly area in the
vicinity of LA MEAUFFE, FRANCE, at 1630 hogra, 11 July, in
a ¢colum uf oomﬁanies I, K, and L. Ccmpany ¥, minua the
machine gun platoons, foilowing T and X Companies.

Hbédquarters Company ahd the Rear Command Group was to
follow lﬁter.

" fhe A & P Platoon procesded the battalion to the final
assembly area in rear of the 24 Battalion's poﬁition with

(16} a=6
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the éxtra ammunition, which was to be issued there,

The Battalion Commender had selscted the area during
the course or_preparihg the regimental reserve plans; and
all commanders'were familier with these plana, and theif
applicatian on the ground. _

Howaver, on arrival at this looaticn, tha Battallon

Gommander at the head of thg column found this enpire ares

- was under enemy fire due to a shift in the fighting within -

the past few hours. It beceame mnecessary for the A & P
Platoon to issue the extra smmunition in chow-line fashipn
as the column pasged along the road at s slow runa |
" The léading elements of the battalion csme under eneny

observation as they crossed in rear of the 2d Battalion's
position, still a few hundred yards short of the Line of
Departure aaaigﬁad them. The enemy opened fire on elements
of I and K Companiéa, however, through the leadershlp and
strong efforts of the Company Commanders, and with the cover
provided by the hedgerows, the battalion resched the Liﬁe of
Departure wlth no physical contact wiﬁhrtha eNemys The bat¥
talion experienced its firset casualties here, three (3) men
of I Compeny end one (1) of K Company aﬁffﬁred wounds from
shell fragmentsa. _ _-

About 1930 hours the Line of Departure waé reached by
I Company, and under the protection of hadgarawa I and K
CQmpanies reorganized.

Contact was established wlth G Gampany on .the left,
‘but contact with the lst Battalion on the right was ime

possible by resscn of the enemy posiﬁion arcund the dhnrch_‘f

of 87. GILES.

16



The 34 Battallon was now in the line and ready to
attack in conjunction with the 2d Battalidn on Regimental

L)

Orders. (See Map D)
NARRATION

ATTACK THROUGH THE HEDGERJOWS

Company I, under the aggresslve 1eadersh1p of Ceptain
Biesterféld, jumpéd-off in the attack at 0800 hours, 12
July with two {2) platoons sbreast, following the general
line of hedgerows. Little resistance waa emcountered as
the company moved forward toward the high ground southeast
of ST. GILES. Company I advanced some 300 to 500 yerds
when the leading elements received fire from their left
front, which was quicklj reduced and the company contimmed
its advance, flushing out the securlty elements of the
enemy 58 they advanced,

Company K followed, scheloned to the right rear, this .?
farmation allowed the Battalion Commender to atback 1nitially
on & narrow front and avold the ggggg_p atrong goaitian
around 8T. GILES. Furthar, this gave some mmall degree of i

péoteetion to the right flenk which was exposed to the
uncovered area along the VIRE RIVER. ‘
Compeanies I end K contlnued the advance and gained
‘HIGHWAY 3 about 1000 yards southeast of ST. GILES by 1400
houra, where both companies were held up by strong enemy
pesistance, mine fields and booby traps. | |
Captain p1e¥Eorro1d reported by radic his positicn |
and requested help. The Bettelion Commander directed the

27 i



8=3 to contact Oaptain Bieaterfeld and find out whnt the
'situation was.

On reaching I Company 0.P. the S-3 was oriented by
Captaln Blesterfeld with a visual fecannaissanca of Conme
peny I's position, The S~3 then recommended that Captain
Blesterfeld commit his suppart platoon around to his left, |
thia waa carrled out snd enabled I Compeny to gain thm next |
hedgerow. Placing the front_line two headgerows beyond
HIGHWAY ‘3, - | -

K Company continued a slow sdvence against enemy out=
posta.uutil reachlng.a general line with L Company, where é
they were held up.by machine gun firs, Captain Stephens i
committed his support platoon with no gaiﬁ_in.grannd. !

The machine gun pletoons follewing Gu@paniéa I snd K
were of little ﬁae in this ihibial sction mainly because
~of their bulk and high silhaﬁhtta when mﬂunted'dtop the
hedgerows. The Heavy Weapons Commander declded to abandon
the heavy mounts end use the guns layed across the tops of
the embenkments or thrust through the hedge. This proved |
to Se succesaful, but costly in crews, in that wherever a
gun was pushed through the brush end fired, & well aimed ;
burst came back, and in g very few minutes a barrage af |
120 mortars would descend on yhe asrea. (16)

Ths 81 mm mortar pl@tecn set up in a position about
360 yerds behind HIGHWAY 3 reedy for action, but sgala
difficulties were experienced, The observers in the hsdéev
- rows became eésﬁalties in attenpting to spot targats,lfurtheré

the second time the mortars fired, counterfire was placed

(18) Personal knowledge
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oﬁ their pesition kﬁoeking out one gun, and causlng several
casusltles among the crewa. The Heﬁvy Weapons Commender
directed the Compeny Executive Officer to teke over the
mortars sand fire ﬁrea targets until more observers could
be placed 1ln the front 1ine-campanies. During the first
day little support was givén by the B8l mm morta#a.

However the artillery was coﬁing into its own that
first day. The Ferward-ﬂbaorvera with the front line cama_"
panies performed great work in placing fires where they
were needed, | |

During Fhe firat day frequent bresaita in wire come
munications oecurred due to enemy shelling. The SCR 300
and 3CR 536 radios functioned well end contact was maine
tained throughout tha‘aatieﬁ with all ecmpanies.
| Company K galned two (2) more hedgerows (zome 250 1&:&3*
about 1845 hours, in e short ﬁut heavy fire fight, This putg
the forward elements of K Company in a positicn from whieh
thoy received flanking fires from both flanks.

&hout 2200 hours the Battalion Commander received
orders from Regiment to hold up the attack untll the fole
lowing morning, and to secure his position for the night, (1?}

. Compsny L was not employed on the line the firat day
of sction, but was in position on the right flank of the
battalion which was exposed, there being several hedgerow
fields between the right flsnk of the battalion and the
' VIRE RIVER. Company L hed been subjected to several severe
enemy mortar and artillerj~barrages during the afternoon and;

late evening, . {See Map D

(17) Personal knowledge
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-SECOND NIGHT IN ACTION

The Battelion Commsnder issued orders to the two (2)
attecking rifle compsnies to halt the atteck ebout 2215
hours aﬁ&‘to provide securlity to the front. Company I was
directed to secure the left flank to include the road, ‘Gﬂﬂr?
paﬁy K was directed to secure the right flank %o inelude
the road. L Company was to profide gecurlty for the aéea
of the battalion, limiting their patrols to a distance of !
about 500 yards northeast of the road. (18) |

After a staff confarcnoé with ‘the 83, Artillery Lislson
Officer and the Heavy waapons Commender the Battelion Come
mander lissued orders to K Compsny Commender to withﬂrni'h;aé
forward elements baock to a general line with I Company %o i
provide a tighter security, and to relieve K Company of thni
increasingly heavy harassing mortar and artlllery fire thay:
were belng subjecied to. (19) ’

The foilaiing plsn of action for the next dayi attack |
was completed, and delivered to the compsny commanders by f
the Se3. | |

Compenies I snd K were to contimue the atteck at esnc’l
hours, 13 July. L Gémpaﬁy was 0 move up to position on |
_the right of K Company & hslf hour prior to daybreak, and
" attack at 0800 hours. |

The 219th Field Artillery was to fire :.thifty mirmte

preparation across the battalion front. H =B mimutes the

concentration was plammed to fall within 100 yards of the
front 1ine, at 0800 hours 11ft#/100 yerds at which time the
bsttaiion was t0 attacks Thereafter the fires werse to lifti
100 yards succeasively on call of the Battalion Commender.

ilBJ Personsl lknowledge : | .
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Company Gommand;rs wore instructed to report by radio
when they were iln position end reedy for the fires to be
lifted, |

Wire hesds were to follow Compenies L and I.

The Battelion Gommender directed that the Se2, S=3

~ _and the Hoavy'weaponé.bompang Commander would be with the
Company Commsnders to essist In controlling this rolling
barrage. | ' ' |

The machine gun platoons remained with Compenies I and ;
K, mortar observers were replaced during the night and were ;
to fire on the sunken rosd in front of I Company and the
one between I and K. (20) | |

Little support could Be given to L Compeny inltially

" due to the hsaxggz wooded area directly to their front,. ;

During the night the enemy meintained concentrations

of mortars and artillery within the battalion area, which

wggﬁyamazingly accurate, resulting in a number of casualtles
throughout the night and s complete loss of rest for all.
During 1lulls in the firing the sound of well directed
shovels could be heard improving and despening foxholes N
along side and underneath the hndgerotd, & trick that hed
been learned from the Germens during the day as we. took ovarig
his fortifled poaitionsa,

Tt was found that & resupply of rations and smsll arms
ammnition was not required. All companiss reporting suf=-
ficient rationa for the next day. All reporting that the
men hed not eaten during the confusion and excitement of

thelr first day in battle. The status of small arms amm- |

nition was explained by resson of the mep not flring until
(20) Personal knowledge
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they had a target to shoot at, end so very few targets had
been seen during the day. (21)

SECOND DAY OF ATTACK (13 JULY 1944)

At 0730 hours the artillery prepsrations began to
cover the aren &3 planned, |

At 0755 the Battelion Commander eontaeted the 3=3,
219th Field Artillery to assure himself of the cocrdinatiocn
of fires as planned, Company Cammwnﬁers were eantaeﬁhd and .
reported 8ll in readiness for the attmck. At GBQO'Eaurs the
artillery lifted and all three (3) companies Jumped off.

Company I requested the lifting of ;rtillery fire sbout
0810, followed closely by K Compsny. Compsny L en the right
reported receiving fire from thelr right flank but raé@heﬂ
thelr 100 yard objective about 0830,

These same tnctiﬁé were repeated three successive times
for an advance of sbout 350 yarda. Little resistance iaa
sncountered exaept.on the right flank of L Compeny which.
consisted of some small arms fire and mortar fires.

About 1000 hours the same plan of firég‘;ncnvai-wus
attempbed again, but with no success. As the urtillary_
11fted and the compsnies jumped off they wore met Witk &
blast of mechine gun end small arms fire all:along the line,
Within s umstter of minutes the enemy ranged in with mortar
barrages Egrpeges on the positions of the front line come
panlesn, eaﬁsing a large number of casualtiess

No further gains were made during the day.

About 1400 hours the battallon begen to reesive_in—
tensive artillery and mortar fire slong the front lines,

(21) Personsl knowledge
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and extending about 800 to 900 yards to the rear,

I Company reported a counterattack. The Battalion
Commsnder directed I Gompany'to held, anﬂ.artillary fire
' waa fequeatqd and received on the ares to the front of I
Compeny. | |

1 Company wes successaful in stopping the counterattack,
but not without severe losses in men and officers. The Come -
peny Commander and BExecutive Officer were killed, the wegpongj
Platoon Leader, the Artillerj Forward Observer and the-uaehink
Gun Leader of ¥ Company were wounded., The loss of these !
ieaders end key officera céﬁpleﬂ with the loass of & nmusber
of aicellant HCO's and riflemen, left I Company badly dis-
organized. o ' |

The Battalion 8=3 took over the task of reorganizing ;

the company under the comsend of young 24 Llieutenant Ashlsy;

the junlor officer of the compeny, & few minutes prior, but
now the senior and only officer remaining with I Company.
With the able assistance of several excellent NCO'as and
privates the reorgenization was completed and I Compsany |
was reedy to go sgain, badly battered and shaken, but Iill-,i
ing to fight. (22) '

During this reorgenlzatipon the Battalion Commander
had aﬁifted olementa of K'qupgny over behind I Compeny in“'
case the enemy pressed his attack. (23) |

" About 1800 hours L Company attempted to advance by a
sudden-mass crossing of the hedgerows to thai:rfrant, but
was steppéd sold, end rqebivad the eudtdunfy artillerj and
mortar barrsge in return. This sudden attack by L Company

{22) Personal knowledge
(23) a-6
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disclosed the positiona of three strong points end one (1)}
self-propelled 88 mm gun, hawaver, these targets were report-
ed to the Artillery Liaison Officer snd the artillery was quick
torengage them, The 88 mm S.?. was knncked.aut snd flres
along L Gompény's front was reduced somewhat,

The forced withdrawsl back across the hedgerow left a
number of casualtles laylng on the forward side of the eme
bankment that could not be recovered until darkneas felle

.About 2200 hburs the attack was called off for the
night, The Battelion Commender directed all compenies to |
secure their positions and to prepare to attack the followe
ing morning. (See Map D)

During the days operations all companies reported our
artillery falliﬁg ﬁhort causing casualties snd considerable
mistruat 6f the arfillery emong the men,

This 1s explﬁinable by the methods the enemy used 1in
ranging in with counter-fire of mortars each time our artile
lery'firad. In the battlefleld nolse and confusion,-that'
falnt whieper of mortars falling in could not be heard, there-
fore officers and men.flike'in thelr eonfuaion blnmed the &re |
tillary for ahoft rouﬁéa and cesualtles, which actually was
results of enemy actione |

One other confuaing report reoccuring throughout the.
day was the ever prevalling report of 88 mm fire, every
round was reported as a 88 mm S.,P. gun firing 1t. This
resulted in inaceufate shell rqportq end confusion of the
artillery in counter-Iire attempté. _

During the course of the days fighting all of the bate

talion staff had occasion to remsrk of the lerge smount of
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individual end crew equipment strewn about the battle posi=
tion, Everything from meat cans to machine guns. It should
be recalled here that thlas was a naw.unit in combat, under-
golng their first baptism of fire, and of course had entered
battle carrying full equipment, including such items as signal
panels, extra Shoéstrings, etc. However, iﬁ all falrneas to;
members of the battellon, a larga part of this equlipment re-
sulted frpm casusltlies., When a man wes wounded, and started
for the rear he would drop all of his equipment, further thﬁ_
aid men would relieve a men of all hia eduipmant prior to

cerrying hlm out.

THIRD NIGHT IN BATTLE

After the forward afeas of_thﬁ battalion had been
secured for the night, the Battalion Commender and S-3 agsin
planned the atteck for the following day, (this became a R
nightly ritual for the battalion staff and was never neglected
thereafter) 14 July 1944, (24)

7 One platoon of tenks from tha.VSVﬁh Tank Battellon was
attached for this attack,. i25) _ |

The following plans were set-up for 0700 hours, 14 iulﬁ.
K Comp@ng reinforcad by-the pletoon of tanks wes to make the
msin effort along the sunken roed in their zone, thén acroaa.
two open fields toward HIGHWAY 2, the Regimental objective.

I Company on the left to advance under the protectlon |
of K Compsny's sdvance and to secure the left flank of the
battalion, At this time there existed a gap of sbout 600
yarda baﬁwéen'the 24 and 5& Battallons, the 24 Battalioﬁ

T24) Personal knowledge
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being held up by a strong point of the enemy ¥.L.R. which was
referred to aa an ideal school solutién for the defense of this:
‘area, by the G-2 of XIX Corps. (26)

L Company on the right to attack in conjunction with K
Company and the tenks. As an Qlternate plan, one (1) section
of the tanks would be shifted to L Company's area if there
appeared a possible route of edvsnce for tanks. An artillery
rolling barrage was planﬁed for 0700 hours without the prior
preparation fires of the previous day. This was an attempt
to deceive the enemy as to the time of attack. (27)

| This was to be the initlel operation of this battalion
a8 Infantryfﬁank team, and experiences from this action pro-
vided much toward later integrated teem operations which was
to develop %o & high degree before the end of the hostiliﬁieao

During the night, rations, water and smwunition and medl-
cal supplies were brought forward and distributed by the per=
sormel of the battalionltrain-(cocks, clerks, éupply aergaants
and members of the A & P Platoon). '

This was strietly a hand-cerried operstion, due to the
lack of roads or tralls avellable and also due to the heavy
shelling the battallon was subjected %o twenty-four hburn'a
day. Further, the noise of & few vehicles would be easily
located, snd result in edditional ashelling.

After darkness fell, the medics of the battalion won the
enduring asdmirstion and evarl#ating thanks of the battalion
for thelr attention to duty and dlsregard of danger in hend-
carrying all of ;he woundag of the battaiion_frnm the forward
areas, At times crawiing forward of ﬁhe front lines to reach

1267 54, p. 1T
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members who were woundad sarller m the da.y, end 111 places
wvhere no man could have gotten to during deyllight and returned
alive. The Battellon S‘nrgeon himpelf, acted as & litter bearw
er, until the srrival of ﬁainfor'ceménta from the Corps Clear-
ing Btation.

The casualties to ciate had been extremely heavy in of-
ficers and senior NCO's., Compeny I was left with one (1) of=-
ficer a:id. hed lest a large porﬁion of their NCOa, - compans’. K,
commanded by Captain Stephensa, had three officers, and had
lqst' heavily in Squad Leaders., | L company now commended by
Lieutenant Dogget .had three officers of which one mors was
wounded Just prlor to the attack .hcnr the fellowing morning.

Compeny M had lost through casuslties both Machine Gun
Platoon Leaﬁers. The 81 mm Mortar Platoon Lesder was evaoe
nated as a C.E. case.

| Gompany Commander recrganized with Lientenant Hutton
in charge of the 81 mm mortars. With instructions to fire
all 8lx guns the next day, even if it was only in the general
direction of ST;_I.O. The Company EBxecutive Officer, Lieu=-
tenaﬁt Decker was placéd 1n' eamm of the machine gun pla-
toons, with the Platoon Sergesnts in divect charge of their
platoons. A modified B. 4. R. mount which had been modified
- by ¥ Company Commsnder end the Regmoﬁtnl 8-4, ¥ajor R. E,.
Frizzelle, wasa issued for use on the haavy guns during the
next day, it proved to be superior to the ordinary mount for
use in the hedgerows. (28)

The 1ist Platoon, ﬁndar comeand of Technieal Sergeant
Hupp in I Company's area dug through the forward hedgerows
T18B) Personal knowledge. - ‘
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during the night. ﬁesulting in some excellant firing posi-
tions, and support of I Company ths next morning.

Radlo remeined the rincipal meens of communications for
the day. Wire was layed to rifle companies, snd to forward
observers, but was of little use by reason of the conatant in-

terruptions caused by' enemy shelling and breaking of wire.

FOURTH DAY IN BATTLE

At 0700 14 July %4, E Company supported by the platoon of
tanks, and artillery, Jumped-off. By 1200 hours they had
reached a line about 400 yards short of HIGHWAY #2, hy-paisins
the atrong point of a group of farm buildings on thelr right
end in front of L Company . Suffering the loas of (4) of the
(5) supporting tanka; there they were held up for the day de-
spite repested attempts to advhnee.

L Compeny on the right using.the old doctrine of fire and
novement auéceeded in flanking the strong point to their front
and reduced it., Making the first large capture of enemy troops
a total of 21 prisoners. After thes capture of thls strong o
point L Company succeedéd_in réaahing 8 line about 50 yards to
the rear of K and extending back about 200 yards alohg the riv-
er rosd along their right flank;

I Compeny on the left flank, experienced the same heavy
resistance of the previous‘days, and despita &ll their probF
1ng efforts gain little ground,

About 1000 hours the battalion recelved two (2) tank
destroyers from the 654th Tank Destroyer Battalilon, which“m" |
placed in support of I Company . Uaina theae ?, Dy, 8 a8 geolf-
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pfoPellqd assault guns T/Sgt. Gunazoles, piatdon 3gt., come
manding the lat Platoon of I Company succeeded in blasting the
wey clear for en edvance of about 200 yards for T Company. {(29)

During the late afternoon K'Gompany was extended to the |
right taking over L Company's Zone of Action which had gradual~-
1y narrowed into a platoon front. L Company was moved over to
the lerlft of the battalion to pinch out I Compsny. About 1900
hours I Company was sble to withdraw from the left flank.
Thia could be effected ﬁy reaéan of the success enjoyed by the
lat Battellon in thelr attack, thfough the gap between the 3rd
and énd Battalions. The lst Battalion had succeeded in reach-
ing a l1ine about 200 yafda ghort of tﬁat heild by the 3rd Bat-
talion. (30) | '

The anti-tenk platoon was brought forward and took up
- posltiona covering the aeconﬂary road along the VIRE RIVER,
and protecting the right flank of the battalion.

E Company was now in a peosition to command the jJunetion
of HIGHWAYS 2 end Eb,-&ha reglmental objective, however, the
objJectlve was not yet secured. Further the commend of this
lmportant R. J. relieve some pressure on the I th Division
across the VIRE RIVER. |

Abouvt 2000 hours the battalion was secured for the night.
Company K and L previding security to thg_front end flanks, I
Compeny petrolling the rear of the battel ion.

The battalion aid station moved up behind I Compsny and
.was ready for action, route of evacuwation through that now wali
known sunken road in the middle of the battalion ares. (See
Ma D)

(29) Personal knowiedge
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~ The Battalion 0. P. moved to a location about 180 yards
behind K Company. (See Map D)

Sniper action had increased during the day to such an ex=
tent that the Battellon Commander directed that no individual
was to move about singly, but to travel in pairs or in small
groups. The S-QIand S-siﬁﬁigéirgctad to Selact one or two
riflemen to accompseny them st all times. This was not cén-
sidered to be waste of manpower inssmuch as ths 3-2 snd 8-3
had'bean pinned down on several occcasions due to snliper action
and the Battallon Cormander was deprived of their staff as-
sistence. (31)

FIFTH NIGHT IN BATTLE

~ The atteck for the morning of the 15 July 44, wes plammed
{ W‘V 0700 hours, and coordinated with lst BEattalion on the left.
Companlies I. and K were to attack and secure the ST LG=-PONT
HERBERT HIGHWAY, (HIGEWAY #2.) I Company in reserve. K Come
pany retained the Z2nd Plaﬁoon of machine guns of M Compsany.
The lst Platoon of MG'S was shifted to the support of L Com-
| - pany. The 8lmm mortar platoon took up positions about 750 |
| yards in rear of K Company. The artillafy'was to flre a 16
minute preparation 0644-0700 hours., (32)
Ho tanks or Tba was available to the battalion for the
16 July 44. By reason of the bulk of the Division's strength
being shifted to 134th Infantry's atteck on the left of the
division and aimed at ST LO itself.
Lt; HuFton had succeeded during the daw'in gotting the
81 mm morter platoon organized send ririﬁg, using 8CR 300 radlos

531) Personal knowledge
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for commmnicsation. No efforts nﬁslwaatéd on wire communics-
tion. The acocuracy obtained and the raplidlty of firea from
the mortars, reward the efforts directed toward this and,ft£n¢¢—~
eNtering metitH. The raise of morale among the officers mé men
reaultihg from this firing was 1iteelf s reward for mission ac-
complished. |

As one of the enllisted men of I Company put it. ®Sure
mekes a man Teel better whenever a private can pﬁll in soméw |

thing with a wallop on these " (33)

Re-éupply_of rstions, smmnition snd water wes delivered
t0 & battalion relesse polnt at.tha junction of the sanken
road and HIGHW&? #3. Frcﬁ this point delivery tc the campaniés
was mede by carrying parties from the kitchens and the A&P

Platoon,

ATTACK 15 JULY 1944 <. MMM =

At 0700 hours 15 July 44, the sttack Jumped-off, supported
by artillery snd the battalions heavy weapons, The slx re-
maining heevy machine guns had good positions having dug through
the corners of the foreward hedgerows during the night. The
light machina'guna of L and K was placed in the center of the
hedgerow field and dug underneath the smbankmgntta obtﬁin fir-
ing positions. |

The 66 mm mortar erews of L snd K Companies were con-
solldated under the command of the mortar section leader of K
Company, Sgt. Parks, and from a central posi%inn in rear of
both companies, rendered excellent support.

. Lt. Hutton using the machine gunners and platoon sgts.
{537 TPersonal knowledgs
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in eddition to his moftar observers delivered 81 mm mortar fire
on call and at will during this attack. (34} |

By 0910 K Gumpaﬁy had reached the hlghwey. Company L on
the left geined one hedgerow. At this time heavy mechine gun,'
mortar, and artillery fires, forced these two companies to
ceass the attack snd dig-in. |

The pattern of the attack was repeated. That of digging
through the hedgérows for fields of fire, coordination of mor-
tar, and artillery flres. 7

About 1200 houra the enemy launched a strong count;r-
attack. The bulk of this attack was directed et the lat md
2nd Battelions. |

The attack in the 3rd Battalion area was stopped with no
loaa in ground gained, and few casualtles. The prﬁffrations '
made for the attack proved valuable in stopping the&attaek.
Those prepared flelds of flre and coordinated efforts of the
mortar and artillery fire ga#e the 3rd Battalion the same ad-.
‘vantagaa they had been fighting against for the past 4 days.

No further effort was made to attack during this day by
the 3rd Battallon,

About 1600 hours, the Battalion C. O. recelved orders to
the effect that the lst Battalion would shift over and relieve
the Battalion during the night. This was mﬁde poasible’ by
the success of the 2nd Battalion attack during the day, and
the bresking of Btrong reaistance in the path of thelr advance.

By 2400 hours, 15 July 1944, the rellef of the 3rd Bat-
talion had been eompleted; and the battalion was assembled .in
the general srea of their initisl ffight with the Germans,

T3£) Personal knowledge
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Just north of HIGHWAY #3. (See Map E)

SUMMARY OF ACTION

After 5 1/2 deys and nights of combat the 3rd Battalion
nad succeeded in talting the objective given them.

Those mambe#&or'the battallon remsining had emerged from
this shnr; pefiod of battle seasonsd veterans, in every aénne
of the term. They had learned the hard way how to apply the
hédgerow terrain to their,use.'-They hed found ways snd mesns
‘of caring fof their wounded.

The 81 mm mortar platoon had-ovércoms its initial fallure,
and was now organized and ready to provide excellent support-
ing fires and had regained the reapect of battalion. Offlcers
and men alike gained thé know~how of utilizing to the fullest,
all available Supporting weapons, machine-guns, morters, both
the 8lmm and €0mm, ertillery, tenks, tank-desiroyers. 4nd 5ow
to re-supply themselves durihg cohtact.with the enemy. Plans
for thﬂ'battlefield recovery of salvegeable equipment were in
the meking, aﬁd, were completed and set in operstion during
the 16th and 17th July 1944. .

For this short & day perlod of action, the battalion suf-
fered in killed in action, wounded » ceptured, snd missing in
action, & tétal of 574“offipers'and men. _

Communication technigques had been tested and proved., The
battal lon eoncontrated.on three principle mesns, Radlo, Tele~-
phone and runnéra in that order.. _ 7

The system of supﬁly wl thin the battalioﬁ was found to;
be workable, and resulted in good control Ey the Baﬁtalion |
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Ce 0. plus relieving the new company commanders of thls addi-
tional loed ellowing them to devote their main. effort toward
fighting their units.

ANALYSIS AND CRITICISM

1. TERRAIN AND ENEMY POSITIONS

The Germans had taken full asdventege of the terrain, across
which the battalion was to sttack. Choosing hls own defensive
position with care to érdvide good observatidn,'flelda'of fir@,
and mutual support of his strong points. There position had
been planned and prepafad'laﬁg'in advence of tha'attack, as
evidenced by the terrific fight necessary to overrun them. In
all fields defended by the Germemns, it was found, there were
well placed machline gun poslilons in sach corner of the field

ing each other. Thene were well dug in camouflag positions'

perﬁitting graging fire across four fields,_mutua;?y support-.
along the edges of the fileld for individual rirle;Ln plua the
usual connecting trenches. In addition, the supporting fires
ofrthe enemy was well planned to include zeroing in of wespons
and barrages."ln short they had the school solution, and aep-.
plled 1t with decislive force.

 For some unexplained reason {1t could have been explained

by reassons of securlity prior to the invasion of & June 44, bub

not some 36 days thereafter) no warnings or instructions were

- given on such a weird phenomer: of terrain as the hedgerows of

Normendy. At no time during the training phase 1n England, or
the plenning phase of this attack from the time of landing in’”
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France, moving up to and the relief of elemaents of two.{a) _
veteran Divisiéns, was this vital subjeot (conduct of the at-
tack thru Hedgerows) mentioned. It is conceiveble that with

thé ézplanation of ways and meuﬁs of attacking hedgerows, the
losses in men and equipment conld have heen reduced, through

prior planning, close coordination of supporting weapons and

the individual riflemen.

2. SUPPCRTING WEAPCNS

MACHINE GUNS

'Firing support provided by the battelions orgenic heavy
weapons proved inadequate initialiy, primarily due to lack of
good obaervabiaﬂ, and fields of fire.

Iﬁ‘each attack as the machine gunners exposed thamselvea
in efforta to galn positions from which they could fire on the
enemy position he enemy, from his carefully prepared end
concealéd positions, brought in his supporting fires to neutrale
ize or kmock out the guns and crews. This was extremely costly
in trained crews, and guns. |

- Through the school of eiperiene#'n ccﬁpany devised two
- methods of ovarcoming thia.

One (1) The adeption of the BAR mount to the Hesvy
‘Machine-gun, by welding 8 clamping bend onto the BAR Mount
that could be clamped around the water-jacket of the gun, ‘this ’
method permitted the gun to be mounted on the usual moun# at
will or across the embankments sendbag fashiomn. ’

Two (2) By stealing a page from the Germen's merual, end
digging thru or underneath the embankments as they did.
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81 MM MORTARS

The 81 mm mortar platoon provided insdequate support
initially due to the lack of confidence in themselvoa,'ﬁheir
platoon leader, snd their weapons. The lack of confidence in
their weapons'resultéd, from too much dry firing and not enough
live smmnition practice. Plus the fact they c¢ould not see
"what, or where their rounds landed."

The lack of confidence in their platoon leader was justi-
fied., This was recognized‘and corrected at an early date by
the Company Commsnder but not before considerable damege to
morale ococurred,

Communications within the platoon proved inadequate.

Wire in such heavy shelling aa the ares was subjected to, was
impossible to maintain. One break in the wire wbuld regquire
time and men from the platoon to repalr. Results, no commmnicaf
tions with observers, no firing. SCR 536 radios falled due

© to distance and the terraein. On the fourth and fifth day when
the platoon, and qbaervers were equipped with tha‘SGH 300

radlo, commupicationa-#ere good, smd the platoon began to fire,
and regain their confidence in their ability to fire and hit
targeta. Further fhay became battle-wlse in selprresarvation
whidh penmitted them to absorb the counterfire plaéed on thelr .

positions and then return it twofold addressed to the Fermans.

3., RIFLE COMPANY SUPPORTING WEAPONS

Rifle Compeny officers and men alike falled to Include
the 60 mm mortars, and the light machine gun sections in the
attack, through ignorance, or confusion and excitement of their
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first battle. In trailning deys end through ell meneuvers, 1t
was standard practice for the Weapons Platcdh to follow the
reserve platoon, walting the opportunity 6f employment. In bat-
tle the opportunity must be created, by prior'planning, pPOpér'
emplacement, snd constant supervision. When these light, but
effective weapons are employed, they provide that additional
punch, close up and at hand for the company conmender.

4, FAILURE OF THE INDIVIDUAL RIFLEMAN

The fallurs of great numbers of individusl riflemen to
fire at targets, target areas, or likely tergets (all hedge-
rows preaented likely"tafgets} resulted in & greater volume
of enemy small arms.fire, and observed mortar, end artillery
fire than would have been possible, had all riflemen fired
constantly as they advanced., Well almed end dlstributed small ;
armas fire on a position will prevent the enemy from raturning'

_ fires, To bring out this point all one has to do is polnt to
the effectliveness of the Gammana‘hatad and respected "BURP"™
gun, one blast acroas & hedgerow was all that was needed to |
gain fire guperiorlity and thareafter'easily mainteined. This
same principle appllied to our superior wespona 18 what we
should aﬁriva for.

The small amounts of smmall srms smmunition requested daily
in re-supply is explainsble only because of the individuals
failure to utilize to the fullest his principle‘manns of sup-

porting his own advance,

5. INFANTRY~TANK THEAM

The loss of 4 tanks in a short two (2) hour battle can
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be attributed to improper"aﬁployment in unfavorable terrain,
and lack of Infantry Support. It is very easf to write now
of our past mistakea@onest but aostla) -. As already pointed
out this was the lst such Infantry-Tank team action, in traine
ing or in battle. And what prior plammning snd coordination
that did exist between the Infantry and Tanks on the ground was

pure éhance and individual initlative. However lessons learn-
ed here were later put to good use. That of communications, 
mobility of tanks, their fire power, and shock action effect
and their ability to further the advance of the Infantry Sol-
dier.

6., SUPPLY

There was no shortages_apparént in the mupply of battle
equipment during this short period. However, it was brought
out that a dire need far battlefield recovery of equlpment ‘I
existed., This is prépgrﬁy;a function of the 8-4, and can |
well be cared for by utilizing those non-effectives ln battle

that crop up in sll units.
7. LEADERS

The Loass of Cormmanders, coOmMpany, platooﬁ, section end -
squad 1h the early stages of the attack or during the attack
cen be disastrous. And all possible precautiona should be
taken to mssure that subordinates are trained, end capable of
taking over the next higher poat and prersrfabigrtwo posi-
tions higher, |

The fighting during the action reported on was broken
down to that of squads, and platoons, snd the 1aak of addition= -
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~ implication of terralm must be stud

speclalized techniquea of attackyg

. inherit within their R

al trained leader beceme very apparent Iin the face of the loss
of key personnel through csasualties. Resulting in the lack of
team work, and aggressiveness on the part of those who were |

rapidly promoted beyond the scope of their training.
LESSONS

1. In the initial plemning of ell operstions the military
L] W

ied carefully, and all
»w;ﬁd‘deféﬁééﬁmade avallable ~
. b o avellabiea
for the training of units to be engaged(?t the earllest date

ible.
poasa la/

2 The highest dsﬁree of training possible must be

obtalned in slternate means of employment of aupporting machime
A

guns.

2+, be. In training;heavy mortar crew

with ranges and live epmunition for prectice in addition te gun
m '
drill. : i

- X.& Commenders must be taught the prompt elimination of

unfit leadelrs,

.;g A. The prompt and propat empl oyment of supporting'weagona
must be ta&ﬁ&t snd impressed upon rifle company personnel in ;

training.

o h

q £+ Riflemen must be given cunfidenca in the fire power |
and the indlvidual,

do¥, squads,

through treaining In actually firlng problems with live amw
munition Cat 8ll times

- ] ' Y
i1+ (&s Pire power and fire suEerioriEI-{i'ossantial to the

edvance of the infantry.

L~ ﬂ. a. Coordination end cooperation is vitally necessery
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in the Infantry-Tank-team, end the rapld progress of the attaek;
Q/’} b. Battleflield recovery of loat or abandoned equlpw

ment is vitel to the maintenance of good supply Iln battle.

41 }Z. Treining of personnbl for 2t be two

deep, and preferably three deep.

9, Inltiative 1n the individual must be encoursged in

training.
N
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